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ByS'rUAR'rTAYLORJr’
. wumnwrnmx-.. -.;-@
: WASHDIGTON ‘March 255 The Senh

ate is moving toward almost certain . . S
passage of a bill that would make it a:[.. "

crime to exposs the identities-of intellis:|
gance agents- working under.. caver,
abroad, but lawmakers appear. to be |
closely ‘divided over a proposed amend-.| °
ment that would make it easier to.can-
vict peopleuniderthe legislation. ~ 31 %3
The bill would for the first time expuc-
itly make it a crime for reporters and
private citizens to publish Mormadon
gleaned fromr public sources; such as:
diplomatic lists, or using lawtul investi. |
gative tachniques, even if the same in.’

formation- hsd’prcviously, been pub-‘»

llshed ~ ~\"~’~ . LA

In the floor.¢ debate, which‘beganla.st
Thursday, no Senatar has opposed the
concept outlawing: the publication of
agents’ names, despite arguments: by
promineant. constitutional scholars and -
some former prosecutors that this would ;

intrings-upon -the. First- Amendment o, “Sondtor Chales said: “D'on not | of journalists and others wh identity a

% sure that The New, York Times or The | C.I.A. agent who has, in violation of
1 Washington Post has the right to expose | Americanlaw, engaged in criminal con-

-right to report fllegal or impropu
-duct by Governmentagencies.. - <oy

The dedate has centered on the -pro-;
posed amendment, which would extend .
the ban to include aryone who exposes;
.covert agents “with reason-to-believe .

‘ that such activities would impair or im- |

‘pede the-foreign intelligence activities
.of the United States". even l! that
.mottheperson’sintent.. >0 2o

- VotuExpoctedeW;ekg" :

Final voteson th: biél and’ tha.; :xl‘:x:ein
-rment, sponsored enator 25
Chalee, Repubunnof Rhodelsland are

expected by next week:. . . i masi @At

The Chafee: agegdment.. dwh:cg Tig
strongly supported by President’ Rea-’
gan and th epcm In ce Age.n-

cy, would make the Senate bill identical’

toone passed bythe!!ou.sehyaaﬂ-to-&a‘
voteinSeptember
. ‘Thebili presentsa classie ‘conflict be-:
tween the national. securlty and-civil’
liberties,. . aiairate g - Lo F yERES SR
. Itis aime:h?ﬂmaruy at such formet
-central intelligence-agents as 'Philip;
Agee and such. writers as Louls-Wolf;
‘ editor of the Covert Action Informaﬂon
" Bulletin, who have systernatically, pub-
lished lists of undercover agents’ names:

.with the avowed purpose of impeding || ---

foreign intelligence: operations..
senators said in: the floor' debate’ thatl
this had ‘endangered the. agents‘ lives
and the national security..\:.con o f; 5%3"

1 intention was to expose illegal conduct.

3} porters and others who seex taexpos mrists In"l-xbya and ‘enigaged'in other
crimesor abuses by intelligence agents | illegal activities for profit while continu.
orinformers, including former agents. ing toprovide information to the 8890-1
3 s 2 | o B Blde T e
N s .y

. Under the bil),’s ‘anyone found lnviola- cmm%&’:& Bill Br?d]:;, DeDemm&
tion of the law ciuld be imprisoned for | cratof New Jersey, and others who have
up to three years and fined up to $15,000 { opposed- the Chafee amendment have
foreachviolation. ..+~ i 3" ) 205 L gjted. -many of these articles.in flcor de-:

While the version of the bill preferred bate and wamed that the amendment
Dy press ‘advocites-and-civil-liberties might make such reporting a crime.
groups would punish anyone who pub: | Theyfavor a version of the bill that
‘lishes agents® {dentities only if they did | srevailed over the House-passed “rea.
50 with “intent to Impair or impede’” in~ | sor; to believe” language by a -t0-8 vote
telligence activities, the Chafee amend- | in the Senate Judiclary committes last
ment would extend ths law to anyone | october. That version would req
whodid sowith‘‘reason to believe”. such { proot of “Intent to impair or impede" in~

;e v+ |telligence operations to'convict anyone

A reporter prosecuted trid ‘'rea-1 whodisclosed agents’identities, . -
'son to believe” .standard mightbe con- chol that bol -
victed on the basis of evidence that Gov- ,ga"gﬁ g Say hat both vérsions
‘ernment offi¢ials had told him that pub- °f freeed “‘;m tutional viclations
Heation. of the names of.agents.would | om of speech and of the press, al-

though the Justice ment hasa
. impair Intellfgence activities, evenif his provedboth versions.. ...« -ic. P~

" - #Both bills would permit prcsccuﬁan

: Askedinaninterview about this

names of agents any more-than Mr. | duct within the United States,” Floyd
*Wolf or Mr:Agee. They'll just have tobe | Abrams, a New York lawyer who has
-careful . about - exposing names ‘.of | represented news organizations belore

b5, ot o =l mswen e oo | the Supreme Court in- major ecnsﬁm.
**To permit| peoplemthe guise of frreé- ﬁonalcaswsaldtoday. ,

jdomofspeechtoengagelnthebusinw' MThis . bill threatens . enme F!m

-} of exposing their names is usti_n.sanl
[ty Mr. Chateesaid." . .= } | Amendment rights of American citizans

A TN ':.:noredirectlythananyserlousl consid-
Senatar Chatee has sald the by Congress since the endthorld

. purpose.
‘fof his amendment is to prevent “‘despi- - War!l . Mr. Abrams said. - L2 Y

cable” le like Mr. Agee-and Mr. '} More than 100 scholars s!gnedaletter
Wolt **who are in the business of naming | in the fall of 1980 denouncing the Chafes
names”.of agents from escaping convic- | version-of the bill as unconstitutional,
tion by’ argulng that theu' intentions - Prof, Philip Kurland of the University ot
werenoble, &g Fe Chicago, a prominent constitutional ex.
<; The bill would also pun!sh writers of "pert witha reputation for conservatism,
arucluexposlngtheidentit!a of United | has called the proposal “the clearest
citizens who act as secret inform- | violation of the First. Amendment at-
ers for telligence agehcies evenif they | texnptedby Congressinthisera.”: - :.1

are-not-employed as agents and the { : But press groups, includi.ngthg Socl-
identities of foreigners who are or have : ety of Professional Journalists and the
beenmtemgeneeagmts orinformers.-. i American' Newspaper Publishers’ As-

- Dozens of articles and broadcasts by. Sociation, and the American Civil I.iber-
' major news’organizations in the last | ties Union are concentrating their ener.
year have exposed the names and ac- | gies on pushing for the “intaxt' lan-
tivitles of. intelligence agents, former | guage, rather than on what they. say:
‘agents and: intormers operaﬂng over woull

2. “Because there i3 a - steamroliér to

es
ipassabill, we areas!
" Former agents ‘who would. be pro- ipass the least mwm

tected by the measure include EdwinP unsel
VWilson and Frank E. Terpil, who, ac-; gﬁ:n?ﬁa&'nle vsilla ﬁv:erfioa Un!ot:,t s;hxs
cording to reports in The New York o |today. But he added.that ‘‘we are pre-

= But.the bill is worded so brondly that
even some m—— mmToetado. s

PR 1 I Pu

Times, other newspapers and DY the ‘maradt sn ahallammas anis site s o
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